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40 Years of Research Milestones



1989 - Acid Rain and the Nation

How the "acid" got into "acid rain" - and snow, fog, hail
and dust containing acidic components fell far from the
source wasn't known until this 1989 landmark paper.
Stephen Schwartz at DOE's Brookhaven National
Laboratory identified the underlying causes, processes
and impacts of this precipitation. He also explained how
sulfur and nitrogen oxides released at one source caused
acid rain in other environments. Schwartz's findings gave
the first clear picture of the nationwide impacts of
different sulfur and nitrogen sources and led to changes
to the Clean Air Act.
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